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Handbook Revision, Excess Credit Fee  
 

BACKGROUND & POLICY CONTEXT OF ISSUE: 
At its September 2012, meeting, the Board received a presentation on the report of the ad hoc Committee on 
Access and Affordability, which was appointed by the Chancellor in 2011 in response to Nevada’s rising tuition 





 

 

 

POLICY PROPOSAL 
TITLE 4, CHAPTER 17, new SECTION 4 

Excess Credit Assessment 
 

Additions appear in boldface italics; deletions are [stricken and bracketed] 
 

 
Section 4. Excess Credit Fee (Effective Fall 2014) 
 
1. A 50 percent excess credit fee on the per-credit registration fee shall be charged to a student who 

has accrued attempted credits equal to 150 percent of the credits required for the student’s 
program of study.  The excess credit fee shall be imposed on registration fees charged in the 
current semester and in subsequent semesters, including summer terms, where a student’s 
cumulative credit hour total exceeds 150 percent of the credits required for the student’s program 
of study. 
 

2. Credits from a previously earned degrees or certificates shall be excluded from the 150 percent 
credit calculation. 

 
3. Institutions shall establish an appeals process and may exclude from the 150 percent calculation 

the following: 
a. Credits earned through examinations for determining credit for prior learning as 

authorized in Title 4, Chapter 14; 
b. Credits attempted while enrolled as a high school student if those credits do not meet the 

degree requirements for the student's program of study; 
c. Credits attempted at an institution outside NSHE if those credits do not meet the degree 

requirements for the student’s program of study; 
d. Credits attempted for remedial courses; 
e. Dissertation credits; and 
f. Other credits determined by the institution as inappropriate for the 150 percent credit 

calculation. 
 

4. Community service and non-credit bearing continuing education courses are not subject to the 
provisions of this section.  Credits for post-baccalaureate and post-masters certification courses 
are also not subject to the provisions of this section. 
 

5. The revenue generated from the excess credit fee shall supplement student advising and 
counseling services, including salary and wages, operating, and equipment expenses. 

 
6. Institutions shall publicize the excess credit fee policy set forth in this section in such a manner to 

ensure that students have adequate notification of the fee. Institutions shall establish a procedure 
for notifying students who are approaching the 150 percent credit threshold. 

 
 
RENUMBER SECTIONS 4 THROUGH 24 AS SECTIONS 5 THROUGH 25. 
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Associate's Degrees 60‐90 91‐105 106‐120 Over 120

2008‐09 62.8% 17.2% 9.4% 10.7%

2009‐10 62.0% 18.1% 9.9% 10.0%

2010‐11 62.1% 16.3% 10.9% 10.7%

Bachelor's Degrees 120‐180 181‐210 211‐240 Over 240

2008‐09 90.6% 7.1% 1.7% 0.6%

2009‐10 91.5% 6.3% 1.7% 0.5%

2010‐11 89.5% 7.2% 2.5% 0.8%

Associate's Degrees 60‐90 91‐105 106‐120 Over 120

2008‐09 61.3% 17.5% 10.4% 10.9%

2009‐10 56.6% 20.9% 11.1% 11.4%

2010‐11 60.1% 15.4% 11.7% 12.8%

2008‐09 70.1% 15.9% 5.7% 8.3%

2009‐10 71.3% 13.2% 5.7% 9.8%

2010‐11 68.3% 16.9% 7.0% 7.7%

2008‐09 61.5% 17.3% 8.8% 12.4%

2009‐10 61.6% 17.7% 10.8% 9.9%

2010‐11 59.6% 19.2% 11.3% 9.9%

2008‐09 67.5% 16.3% 8.5% 7.7%

2009‐10 76.2% 11.6% 6.4% 5.8%

2010‐11 73.6% 12.3% 8.6% 5.5%

Bachelor's Degrees 120‐180 181‐210 211‐240 Over 240

2008‐09 83.7% 14.0% 2.3% 0.0%

2009‐10 89.4% 8.5% 0.0% 2.1%

2010‐11 80.7% 12.3% 7.0% 0.0%

2008‐09 84.7% 9.2% 4.1% 2.0%

2009‐10 84.3% 9.6% 6.1% 0.0%

2010‐11 89.1% 7.2% 2.2% 1.4%

2008‐09 90.5% 6.7% 2.1% 0.7%

2009‐10 90.7% 6.5% 2.0% 0.8%

2010‐11 88.6% 7.2% 2.9% 1.3%

2008‐09 91.3% 7.2% 1.1% 0.4%

2009‐10 92.9% 5.8% 1.1% 0.2%

2010‐11 90.8% 7.0% 1.9% 0.3%

There is variation in the credits required for associate's and bachelor's degrees by program so the excess credits threshold 

may exceed 90 for an associate's and 180 for a bachelor's.

Students who had earned a degree within the same career but at a level equal to or higher than that being reported were 

excluded (e.g. a student who earned a associate's degree but had earned another associate's or bachelor's degree either 

prior to or during the reporting year would have been removed).

Attempted credits include all credits (remedial excluded) attempted at NSHE institutions through the term during which 

the student earned a degree.  Out‐of‐state credits transferred in are not included.
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